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All In a Day's Work:
Tough Cases in 2019
ZƵŶŶŝŶŐ Ă ǁŝůĚůŝĨĞ ƌĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƟŽŶ ĐĞŶƚĞƌ ŵĞĂŶƐ ƚŚĂƚ ǇŽƵ ŶĞǀĞƌ
know what each hour is going to bring—every phone call or email
may totally change the course of the day. You have to get very good
at thinking on your feet, mental and physical juggling, and keeping
ĂŶǇΗKD'͕,Ktd,,<D/'K/E'dK>t/d,d,/^͍͍͍Η
thoughts well in control. This year a few tough cases also ignited a
ůŽƚŽĨĐƌĞĂƟǀĞƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐƚŽŐĞƚƉĂƟĞŶƚƐďĞƩĞƌĂŶĚďĂĐŬƚŽƚŚĞƐŬŝĞƐ͘
When Jawbone the Big brown bat arrived during the winter he
looked in decent shape, probably just a bat who got stuck outside
ŝŶƚŚĞĐŽůĚ͘tŚĞŶŚĞǁĂƐƐĞƩůĞĚŝŶ͕/ŐŽƚƌĞĂĚǇƚŽĨĞĞĚŚŝŵŚŝƐĮƌƐƚ
meal, and he dug in ravenously, but something was strange. His
ƟŶǇũĂǁǁĂƐĂůůŽǀĞƌƚŚĞƉůĂĐĞĂŶĚƚŚĞĨŽŽĚǁĂƐŐŽŝŶŐĞǀĞƌǇǁŚĞƌĞ͘
dŚŝƐůŝƩůĞŐƵǇŚĂĚĂďƌŽŬĞŶůŽǁĞƌũĂǁ͘,ŽǁĚŽǇŽƵĮǆƚŚĂƚ͍dŚĂŶŬƐ
to Dr. Brian Collins who suggested using the same technique that
veterinarians use for pets—but instead of a wire, I used a thin
suture to sew Jawbone's mandible back in place. He was given a
ƐŽŌĚŝĞƚ͕ƉůƵƐƉĂŝŶŵĞĚŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘tŝƚŚŝŶƚǁŽŵŽŶƚŚƐŚĞǁĂƐďĂĐŬŽŶ
solid food and a member of the Clean Plate Club. He was released
ƚŚŝƐƐƉƌŝŶŐ͘'Ž͕:ĂǁďŽŶĞ͊
Moosewood the Big brown bat arrived with an awful looking
ďƌŽŬĞŶǁŝŶŐ͕ƉŽƐƐŝďůǇŚŝƚďǇĂĐĂƌ͘dŚĞĮƌƐƚƚŚŝŶŐ/ĚŝĚǁĂƐƚŽƌĞŵŝŶĚ
ŵǇƐĞůĨ͗ΗŽŶΖƚĨƌĞĂŬŽƵƚ͊d,/E<͘ΗdŚĞďƌĞĂŬǁĂƐĨƌĞƐŚĂŶĚǁĂƐŶŽƚ

Before: >ƵĐŬŝůǇ͕ƚŚĞďƌĞĂŬǁĂƐŝŶƚŚĞŵŝĚĚůĞŽĨƚŚĞƌĂĚŝƵƐ;ĨŽƌĞĂƌŵďŽŶĞͿ͘

Jawbone's surgery was a success. It was
a great day when I saw his plate totally
empty! Arrow points to the break.
NB: ĂƚƐ ƐŚŽƵůĚ ĂůǁĂǇƐ ďĞ ŚĂŶĚůĞĚ ǁŝƚŚ
ŐŽůǀĞƐ͕ ďƵƚ ƚŚŝƐ ǁĂƐ ƐƵĐŚ Ă ƟŶǇ ƐƵƌŐĞƌǇ
ƚŚĂƚĨƵůůĚĞǆƚĞƌŝƚǇǁĂƐƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ͊:ĂǁďŽŶĞ
ǁĂƐ ƵŶĚĞƌ ĂŶĞƐƚŚĞƐŝĂ ĂŶĚ ĨĂƐƚ ĂƐůĞĞƉ
ǁŚĞŶƚŚŝƐƉŚŽƚŽǁĂƐƚĂŬĞŶ͘

ŌĞƌ͗3 months later it was almost impossible to tell the wing had been injured.

ŽŶ Ă ũŽŝŶƚ͕ ďƵƚ ŵŝĚǁĂǇ ĂůŽŶŐ ƚŚĞ ďŽŶĞ͗ ƚŚŝƐ ǁĂƐ
ĮǆĂďůĞ͘

ďŽĚǇǁƌĂƉŬĞƉƚƚŚĞǁƌŝƐƚĂŶĚĞůďŽǁĨƌŽŵƌŽƚĂƟŶŐ͘

The radius pinned with a thin, sterile needle.

ŌĞƌ ĐůĞĂŶŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ƐƚĂďŝůŝǌŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ǁŝŶŐ͕ / ǁĂŝƚĞĚ
for a few days to make sure he was in good shape
and no longer in shock. Thanks to Dr. Bridget Barry
ĂŶĚŽƌŶĞƌƐƚŽŶĞsĞƚĞƌŝŶĂƌǇ,ŽƐƉŝƚĂůĨŽƌůĞƫŶŐŵĞ
ƵƐĞƚŚĞŝƌyͲƌĂǇĂŶĚŐĞƫŶŐŵĞǀĞƌǇůŽŶŐ͕ƚŚŝŶ͕ƐƚĞƌŝůĞ
syringes that could be used to pin such a small bone
;ĂƌƌŽǁ ƉŽŝŶƚƐ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ƉŝŶ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ yͲƌĂǇ ŝŵĂŐĞͿ͘ ,Ğ
ǁĂƐ ŐŝǀĞŶ ĂŶƟďŝŽƟĐƐ͕ ƉĂŝŶ ĂŶĚ ĂŶƟͲŝŶŇĂŵŵĂƚŽƌǇ
ŵĞĚŝĐĂƟŽŶ͕ĂŶĚƉƵƚŝŶĂďŽĚǇǁƌĂƉĨŽƌĂůŵŽƐƚƚǁŽ
months. I was thrilled that the bone healed so well.
,Ğ ŝƐ ƐƟůů ƵŶĚĞƌŐŽŝŶŐ ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů ƚŚĞƌĂƉǇ ƚŽ ŐĞƚ ŚŝƐ
wing strong enough for release.

